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Please write very clearly

16.09.1941
From: Bertha Wertheimer, Camp de Gurs, Barack no. 5

To: Erich Ottenheimer  Kibbutz Lehawot/Palestine

My thoughts are often with you. Why don’t you write? Hugo
has the address, | am healthy, hope you too. Love your
grandmother

Meine Gedanken sind viel bei euch. Warum schreibt ihr
nicht? Hugo hat die Adresse, ich bin gesund, hoffe ihr auch in
Liebe eure Grofsmutter
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b oseph O
Brpeditewre] t1ingstrasse &

pric de

brich Uttemheiwer sgrchiuvia b.Afule _
g Falesting

i gesund, wir auch,
Franzens brief vow Noveuber erhalten, bear-
beiten Auswanuerung Nordumerika bis Jetzt noch
ohne Erfolg. Wie kure lieinung?

Tausenu Grisse husse

Eltern
ey |- l.sq.a .46 MAI 4344
3 ;’:}::EL mmlnl‘m:;:fa (Usghrgbris | Signature)

German Red Cross 25 April 1941 *126692

Commitee Foreign Service

Berlin SW 61, Bliicherplatz 2

From: Josef Ottenheimer Breitlingstral3e 35, Stuttgart
To:  Erich Ottenheimer, Merchavia b. Afule, Palestine

We hope you are healthy - so are we. Received letter
from Franz of November

We work on emigration to North America up to now not
successful. What is your opinion?

1000 greetings and kisses
Parents 16 May 1941
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10.12.1941

From: Bertha Wertheimer, Camp de Gurs, Barack no. 5
To: Erich Ottenheimer Kibbutz Lehawot

Why don’t | hear anything from you. | have sent from
Red Cross. | am ok. How are you? Are you and Franz
both in good health? Greetings Grandmother

Warum hére ich nichts, habe Rotes Kreuz Zettel
abgesandt. Mir geht es ordentlich. Wie geht es euch?
Beide seid ihr gesund und Franz? Grufs GrofSimutter

DITNN 27XN 1T D Nnn 02aNon :10,11 panon
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Deutsches R-otes Kreuz 23 G 1941 1 74 36 53

Priisidium / Auslandsdienst
Berlin SW61, Blachorplate 2

ANTRAG
an-die Agence Centrale des Prisonniers de Guerre, Genf
" _ Internationales Komitee vom Roten Kreuz —
auf Nachrichtenvermittlung

REQUETE .
de la Croiaz-Rouge Allemande, Présidence, Service Eh'(fnger
@ PAgence Centrale des Prisonniers de Guerre, Gendve
— Comité International de la Croiz-Rouge —
concernant la correspondance
1. Absender Joseph Jsrael Optenheimer,Stuttgert-O.,. .
Bopéditewr Breitlingstr.35
g~ " bittet, an
prie de bien vouloir faire parvenir &

2. Empfinger Uri-Ottenheimer Xibbuz Lehawoth-Kerkur. .
Deglinatasre Palustina

folgendes zu iibermitteln / ce qui suit:

T (Hoeh ortel) i
{4 il i) Liebe Kinder!

Tange nichts von Euch gehdrt, hoffen Euch gesund,
wir auch, Crossmutter Berta Nachricht ist gesund,
griisst Verwandten, geht zu Hugop .

VNN

Gruss%l{'ﬂssa

- 8 SEPT. 1341

(Datum / date)

(Unterschrift | Signature)
Empfiinger antwortet umseitig g ‘1,
Destinateire répond aw verso af M\M\. ¥ w

»

i

Red Cross Letter *173683 23 August 1941
From Joseph Ottenheimer Stuttgart

To Uri Ottenheimer, Kibbutz Lehawoth-Kerkur Palestine

Dear children

Have not heard anything from you for a long time, hope you
are well so are we. Grandmother Berta’s news are in good
health. Greeting to relatives, go to Hugo’s. Greetings, kisses.
Red Cross stamp: 8.9.1941
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TR N Ol 1937 .Jo_sef‘s father Jacob died. His 78 year _old mother Johanna Lina

Ottenheimer moves to Stuttgart to Hohenheimer Strasse 10, 3rd floor.
She had lost during the inflation her complete capital and had to be
supported by her son Josef. [2] Until 1938 the family income sank to
appx. 50%. The sons Erich and Franz succeeded to immigrate to Israel.
Josef Ottenheimer was taken to custody in Dachau on 15 November
1938 for some time.

Josef Ottenheimer (born16 April 1882 in
Ludwigsburg and his wife Mina née Wertheimer
(born 26 June 1880 in Kehl) lived together in
Stuttgart since 1920, first in Olgastrale 66
ground floor, from 1927 in Hohenheimer Stral3e
10, third floor, from 1936 in Danneckerstrale 12,
first floor. They had two sons, Erich Wolf, born on

End of 1938 or beginning of the year 1939 he writes a letter again from
Stuttgart to his brother Wilhelm to New York in which he mentions that

7 January 1921 and Franz, born on 11 February 1926. he is no longer able to support alone their mother and that he asks him
to add something to her maintenance. He explains that due to the fact
The merchant Josef Ottenheimer originates from an old Rexinger family that he was forced to sell his business he had lost his main source of

who had been living in Wiirttemberg since the 18" century.

He became a partner in the company W. Hofheimer
Kehlleisten und Furnierhandlung (commerce for
moldings and veneer) and built it up together with Wolf
Hofheimer (+1918) and Louis Rosenstock and led it to a
commercial success. The company was based in
Hauptstatter Stralle 86c¢ until 1918, later on in
Olgastrafte 61 directly on the lower end of the
“Lorenzstaffel” in a house with courts purchased by the
company.

income and in addition right now he had to pay high taxes, the so-called
“atonement fees” which he stated were 125.000 RM.

The yearly income of the well situated and hardworking Funhermc:rr-_} he ‘mentic‘:uned that as things were getting worse in Germany
family was 34.000 Reichsmark before 1933 [1]. In the he plans to immigrate in the near future. In this case — he added — he

years after 1933 the economical and familiar situation worsened by would have to pay a second tax which amounts to 100.000 RM,[1] i.e. in
numerous laws by the Nazis and vexatious regulations. total two 1h|rds_0f the revenue of the aryanized forced sale of the former

flourishing business.[3]
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Josef's mother moves on 23 January 1939 to her daughter Gertrud
Schwarz to Rexingen.[4] Josef and Mina try to immigrate and for that
they sell all her belongings. A container with furnitures leaves with the
company Barr, Méhring & Co in direction Israel but only makes it up to
Triest.[5] The parents are no longer allowed to travel to their children.

In November 1941 the couple Ottenheimer was informed officially that
they will be resettled in “Reichskommissariat East” and that they should
present themselves on 27 November on Killesberg. A total of 1000 Jews
from Worttemberg receive this order.

They check into the overfilled and chaotic halls on the Killesberg and
also meet the sister of Josef, Gertrud Schwarz from Rexingen.

On 1st December 1941 at 3:00 o'clock in the morning the detained Jews
were loaded on lorries and taken by foot to the train station North and
from there they were loaded into completely overfilled trains in which
neither windows nor doors could be opened and the toilets soon began
to freeze. In three days and nights the train ran till Riga where the
arriving passengers were beaten[6] and allocated to the camp Riga-
Jungfernhof, originally an agricultural manor.... the construction
consisted of 5 small houses, three barns and stables. Everything was
very much bedraggled by effects of the war. [7] The accommodation was
in barns which could not be heated on roughly timbered open wooden
bunks, four above each other which were partly covered with a few
centimeter thick layer of ice.[8] Here the personal trace for Josef and
Mina Ottenheimer and Gertrud Schwarz is lost; they have not survived
the camp.

Regarding the fate of the deportees Maria Zelzer writes: “Those who
were incapable for the coming spring drudgery had to be “given away”;
these were 1600 adults and 240 children. They were shot on 26 March
1942 in the Bickern'sche High Forest close to Riga.” [9]

The 80 year old mother “Hannchen” Lina was deported on 21 August
1942 from Rexingen to Theresienstadt and from there on 23 September
to Treblinka where she was murdered by gas.

The sons Erich Wolf (now Uri Etan) at last unmarried carpenter in
Kibbutz Ihwet and Franz (now Bezalel Etan) at last unmarried farmer in
Kibbutz Nirim have both died in their battle for Israel’s freedom, the older
at the age of 24 on 26 November 1945, the younger at the age of 22 on
15 May 1948,
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